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YOU CAN NOW ALSO FIND US DIRECTLY ON FACEBOOK. This page features a 
variety of information on fishing, hunting, and wildlife watching in Connecticut. The 
address is www.facebook.com/CTFishandWildlife.  

INLAND REPORT 

TROUT  
Rivers & streams – Trout fishing conditions should be good 

this weekend, nice weather is forecast, flows are at typical 
spring levels, and there are plenty of recently stocked trout 
(DEEP’s trout stockings continue through the end of May). 
Good reports last week from the West Branch Farmington 
River, Farmington River, Housatonic River (although flows 
stayed on the high side last weekend), Salmon River, Natchaug River, Salmon Brook and Pequonnock River (a 
bit spotty). Anglers have been finding success using worms & corn/mealworm combinations.  
Farmington River – Fishing continues to be good to very good, and conditions should be good for the 
weekend. West Branch flows are clear, moderate and very fishable, currently 152 cfs at Riverton plus an 
additional 130 cfs from the Still River. Water temperatures are in the low 50’s °F. 
Current hatches include Hendrickson (a.k.a red quills; #12-14), Blue Winged Olive (#16-18), Blue Quill 
(a.k.a. paralep; #18), Early Stonefly (#6-16), Quill Gordon (#14), Green Caddis & Brown/Tan Caddis (#16-18) 
and Sulphurs (#16-20). The Hendrickson hatch is hanging on above Riverton. Try Blue Winged Olives (#18-
20), Winter/Summer Caddis (#18-22), Sulphur Emerger (#16-20), Rusty Spinners (#16-20), Midges (#22-32), 
Blue Quill (#16-18), Pheasant Tails (#14-18) and Mahogany Duns (#16-18).  

Housatonic River – Fishing had been good, but got a bit harder last weekend as flows rose. Flows are on the 
high side (currently 1,500 cfs at Falls Village and 2,440 cfs at Gaylordsville) but are clearing and beginning to 
drop. Morning water temperatures are currently in the mid 50’s °F. 
Current hatches include: Green Caddis (main hatch), March Brown/Gray Fox (starting to show up), Sulphurs, 
Blue Winged Olives, Brown/Tan Caddis and Midges. Caddis (#14-18, green, olive & tan, just starting), 
Henryville Special, Hendrickson Spinner (Rusty, #12-14), Adams (#12-20), March Brown (#10-12) are 
producing. Caddis, Gray Fox, March Browns, Sulphurs and Blue Wing Olives patterns are working. Streamers 
and big nymphs have been very effective. 

Rivers and streams stocking update (week of 5/14-5/18). This week in eastern CT, Bigelow Brook, Blackledge 
River (lower), Fenton River (Mansfield), Furnace Brook, Hammonasset River (including the TMA), Jeremy 
River, Middle River, Mount Hope River, Natchaug River, Roaring Brook (Glastonbury), Roaring Brook 
(Stafford), Salmon River (including the TMA), Scantic River (lower and upper)Shetucket River, Still River 
(Eastford), Willimantic River and Yantic River (including the TMA) are all scheduled to be stocked. 
In western CT, the Blackberry River, East Aspetuck River, Hall Meadow Brook, Leadmine Brook, Little 
River (Oxford), East Branch Naugatuck River, West Branch Naugatuck River, Naugatuck River (upper 
sections), Naugatuck River (lower sections), Pequabuck River (Bristol), Pequonnock River (including in 
Trumbull Basin SP & Beardsley Park), Pond Brook, and Pootatuck River (Lower) are scheduled to be stocked 
this week. 

Reminder to anglers - Maps of all of the state’s trout streams and rivers showing the many stocking and 
access points are now available online at www.ct.gov/deep/troutstockingmaps. Note that stocking 
schedules are subject to change. 
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Lakes & Ponds – Trout fishing has been fair to good with Colebrook (try early), Highland Lake (steady action), 
Candlewood Lake (good action continues in the southern portions of the lake), Squantz Pond, 
Wononskopomuc Lake (a bit slow), East Twin Lake (fair), Lake McDonough, West Hill Pond (good), Beach 
Pond (fair at best), Coventry Lake (have to work for them here) and Crystal Lake (Ellington). Among other 
places to try for trout are Mount Tom Pond, Mohawk Pond, Black Pond (Woodstock), Long Pond, Bigelow 
Pond, Rogers Lake and Lake Hayward. 

Lakes and ponds stocking update (week of 5/14 – 5/18).  In eastern CT, Amos Lake, Angus Park Pond, Beach 
Pond, Bigelow Pond, Billings Lake, Black Pond (Woodstock), Coventry Lake, Gay City Park Pond, 
Mashapaug Lake, Shenipsit Lake and Somersville Mill Pond are scheduled for stocking this week. 
In western CT, Baummer’s Pond, East Twin Lake, Fountain Lake, Lake McDonough, Mad River Flood 
Control Impoundment, Scoville Reservoir, Stillwater Pond, West Branch Reservoir and Lake 
Wononskopomuc are being stocked this week. 

Trout Parks – Fishing continues to be good at the Trout Parks. This week, nine trout parks, Black Rock Pond, 
Wolfe Park (Great Hollow Pond), Southford Falls, Stratton Brook Park, Wharton Brook Pond, Day Pond, 
Natchaug River, Valley Falls Park Pond and Chatfield Hollow are scheduled to be stocked.  

DEEP is again partnering with Cabela’s 
“Wanna Go Fishing For Millions” 
Contest. The contest runs from May 5 to 
July 8 and registration is free. 

A total of 40 fish have been tagged in the following waters: 
Batterson Park Pond - Coventry Lake - Highland Lake 

Mashapaug Lake - Pachaug Pond - Squantz Pond 

Tagged fish include brown trout (Coventry Lake, Highland Lake, 
Mashapaug Lake), largemouth bass (Pachaug Pond, Batterson 
Park Pond, Squantz Pond), smallmouth bass (Pachaug Pond, 
Squantz Pond) and walleye (Squantz Pond). 

All you need is a valid fishing license and be registered in the 
contest. Registration and contest rules are available at:  
www.cabela.com/fishformillions. To obtain your 2012 fishing 
license, visit www.ct.gov/deep/fishinglicense. 

Remember - You can’t win if you don’t fish!   
The CT DEEP neither endorses contest sponsors’ products or services, nor 
accepts any liability arising from the use of these products and services. As 
stipulated in Cabela’s official contest rules, CT DEEP employees, 
volunteers, and their immediate family members and/or those living in the 
same household of each are ineligible to enter the contest or win a prize. 

LARGEMOUTH BASS fishing remains variable, ranging from slow to good, with 
the best reports from Wononskopomuc Lake, West Hill Pond (including a 5.6 lb 
bass), Lake Saltonstall, Pachaug Pond 
(recent catches include a 6.6 lb largemouth 
and several 5 lb plus fish), Mashapaug Pond, 
Moodus Reservoir and Mudge Pond. 
Fishing is generally fair to good at 
Candlewood Lake (recent catches include a 
6.4 lb largemouth), Lake McDonough, 
Hopeville Pond (recent catches include 
several 5 lb plus largemouth),Dooley Pond 
and Gardner Lake (catches include a 5.25 lb 
bass) and fair to slow at  Lake Lillinonah, 
Aspinook Pond, Coventry Lake, 
Pattagansett Lake, Powers Lake and 
Batterson Park Pond. 

SMALLMOUTH BASS –Candlewood Lake 
smallmouth fishing this spring is not as hot 
as the previous several years, but still good, 
with plenty of 2-4 lb fish, and although 
several 4-5 lb fish were reported last week, 
these size fish are harder to find this spring. 
Good reports also from Lake Lillinonah 
(including several 4 lb smallies) and 
Mashapaug Lake (plenty of 1-3 lb smallmouth reported). Some action also reported from Highland Lake, 
Squantz Pond and Lake McDonough. Anglers continue to get a few smallmouth at Pachaug Pond.  

BLACK CRAPPIE- Good reports for crappie from Highland Lake, Park Pond and Coventry Lake. Small 
shiners are producing. Use a small hook and fish close to shore.  

WALLEYE are being reported from Lake Saltonstall (good), Batterson Park Pond, Coventry Lake (fish are 
being caught, but not many keepers) and Squantz Pond (very good). 

CONNECTICUT RIVER – River conditions are now much more typical of the spring, as flows and turbidity 
have increased again (but should drop some for the weekend). STRIPED BASS fishing has slowed some.  
Better action and more keepers north of Hartford and in the Middletown area down towards the mouth. 
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CATFISH continue to provide some action (dead bait, chunking & sandworms). Portland area has been good. 
BLACK CRAPPIE have been providing some nice action in Wethersfield Cove and the other coves. SHAD 
fishing is fair to good, best reports from the confluence with the Farmington River, the Bissell Bridge, below 
the I-91 bridge and Enfield. SMALLMOUTH BASS action was very good in the Enfield area, catches 
include several 3 lb smallies). CARP catches went way up this week with the big fish coming in at over 20 
lbs. Some NORTHERN PIKE are being caught in the coves and in the mainstem in the Middletown and 
Haddam areas. 

 
NOTES & NOTICES: 

 EASTERN CT LAKE LEVELS & BOAT LAUNCHES. Beachdale Pond and Wyassup Lake continue 
to be drawn down for dam repairs, the launching of trailered boats at these lakes is impossible. 

 The FirstLight Power Housatonic River flow information automated phone (1-888-417-4837) is 
currently down and will remain out of service for at least a week. 

 The state boat launch on BANTAM LAKE at the old Beverly’s Marina site is now open to use. The launch 
is open 24/7 and parking for the launch is restricted to an absolute maximum of 20 vehicles with boat trailers. 

 
TIPS & TRICKS – LURES 

How to Select Lure Colors for Successful Fishing  -  By Lynn Frederick 
Copyright 2001 - University of Wisconsin Sea Grant Institute 

Most fish can see in color. The retina of a fish's eye contains two types of cells, rods and cones. Cones are used 
for day vision and are the cells used to see colors. Rods are used for night vision and cannot distinguish colors.  
In theory, day feeders like bass, trout, and salmon are more sensitive to color than night feeders like walleyes.  
Red light is almost completely absorbed within the first 15-20 feet. Orange penetrates to 30-40 feet, and yellow 
to 60-70 feet, while green and blue remain visible for as deep as the light penetrates. 
The total amount of light also decreases with depth. At 50 feet, a yellow lure will still appear yellow, but will 
not appear as bright as it did at 20 feet.  At depths where it is nearly dark, a white or silver lure would show up 
better than a blue or green lure against a blue-green background of water.  
On a cloudy day, colors will not penetrate as deep as they will on a sunny day.  After dark, fishermen should 
choose between a light lure or dark one. At dawn, as light intensity increases and fish switch back to cone 
vision, the order is reversed, and blues, greens, yellows, oranges, and reds appear. At early dawn, some anglers 
are successful with red near the surface. To fish striking from below, it shows up as a dark lure against the 
lightening sky. As the day gets lighter, red no longer works well, and anglers must experiment with more visible 
colors. 
Ultimately, the appeal of the lure to the fish is most important. Fish must strike the lure either to eat it or attack 
it. While fish may locate the general area of the bait by smell or sound, most fish make their final attack by 
sight. Fish scents and noisemakers can draw fish to the area of the lure, but before it can strike, the fish must 
also be able to see it. This is why lure visibility and color are important to successful fishing. 

ZEBRA MUSSELS- - Last year (2011), mussels were found in more locations throughout the Housatonic 
River and impoundments. 

The presence of adult zebra mussels in Lake Housatonic was confirmed in November, 2011. Earlier that 
summer, adult mussels were confirmed in the Housatonic River in Massachusetts and free-floating juveniles 
(veligers) were found at a number of sites in the river downstream to Lake Lillinonah.  
In October, 2010, adult zebra mussels were found in Lake Zoar and Lake Lillinonah. Prior to these discoveries, 
zebra mussels had been found (1998) in CT only in East Twin Lake and West Twin Lake (Salisbury). Anglers 
fishing in any of these waters and western Connecticut in general should use extra care to avoid transporting 
water, aquatic vegetation, and possibly zebra mussels to new locations.
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Striped bass image courtesy Duane Raver/USFWS 
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Surface water temperatures in Long Island Sound (LIS) range from the mid to upper 50’s °F. Check out the 
foll wing web sites for more detailed water temperatures and marine boating conditions: o 

http://www.mysound.uconn.edu/stationstat.html http://marine.rutgers.edu/mrs/sat_data/?nothumbs=1
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/ http://www.wunderground.com/MAR/AN/330.html 

 

STRIPED BASS fishing continues to improve as migrants cruise through LIS. The usual striper haunts include 
Watch Hill reefs to eastern tip of Fishers Island, the Race, Plum Gut, Millstone outflow, Bartlett Reef, Black 
Point, lower Connecticut River (DEEP fishing pier) and along Great Island, Long Sand Shoal, Southwest Reef, 
Six Mile Reef, Falkner Island area, Thimble Islands to the Branford Reefs, New Haven Harbor (including 
Sandy Point), Milford Harbor breakwaters and Charles Island area including the tombolo, Housatonic River 
(up to the Derby Dam), Penfield Reef, and around the Norwalk Islands. Live eels or bunker (Atlantic 
menhaden), fresh cut bunker or mackerel, and whole sand or blood worms on three way bottom rigs or fish 
finder rigs are the ticket. Three way bucktail jigs having been working well in deep water areas such as the 
Race and Plum Gut. 

BLUEFISH fishing is slowly improving. Bluefish spots include the Race, Millstone outflow, Plum Gut, 
Gardiners Bay, rip areas along the north shore of Long Island where the water temperature is warmer than the 
Connecticut side, New Haven Harbor (Sandy Point), Bridgeport Harbor, and the Norwalk Islands.  

WINTER FLOUNDER fishing remains fair to good. Flounder spots include the mouth of the Thames River in 
the Pine Island area, Niantic River, and the Westport – Norwalk area. Again chumming is the key for success! 

SUMMER FLOUNDER (fluke) fishing opened on May 15th. Minimum length is 18 inches and the daily 
possession limit is 5 fish per person. 

SCUP (porgy) fishing still remains on the slow side. 
WHITE PERCH fishing remains good with anglers limiting out. Coves of the Pawcatuck, Thames, 

Connecticut and Housatonic Rivers are the spots. Grass shrimp is the bait to go with! 

For Current Connecticut Recreational Fishing Regulations:  Anglers should consult the new 2012 
Connecticut Anglers Guide which is now available at most Town Clerks Offices, DEEP offices and at tackle 
stores selling fishing licenses. Anglers can purchase their fishing licenses online 
(www.ct.gov/deep/fishinglicense) or at participating town halls, DEEP field offices and fishing tackle vendors. 
Current regulations, electronic versions of the Angler’s Guide and additional information can all be accessed 
on the DEEP website at: www.ct.gov/deep/fishing . 

The Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer that is committed to 
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. Any person with a disability who may need information in an alternative format may contact 
the agency's ADA Coordinator at 860-424-3194, or at deep.hrmed@ct.gov. Any person with limited proficiency in English, who may need 
information in another language, may contact the agency's Title VI Coordinator at (860) 4234-3035, or at deep.aaoffice@ct.gov. Any person with a 
hearing impairment may call the State of Connecticut relay number - 711. Discrimination complaints may be filed with DEEP's Title VI Coordinator. 
Requests for accommodations must be made at least two weeks prior to any agency hearing, program or event. 
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